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PROGRAMMING OF AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 
The CHAIRMAN announced, the ho ld ing o f a j o i n t meeting o f 
Committees I I and IV , t o d iscuss problems o f the programming o f 
economic development in a g r i c u l t u r e . 
Mr. SCHATAN ( C h i l e ) drew a t t e n t i o n t o the dangerously low 
s c a l e o f investment in a g r i c u l t u r e i n La t in America, as o u t l i n e d i n 
the study on the S e l e c t i v e Expansion o f A g r i c u l t u r a l Product ion . 
(E/CN.12/378)j and in t roduced h i s d r a f t r e s o l u t i o n (Conference Room 
Paper No. 10) which was designed t o promote r esearch i n t o the 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f r a i s i n g the r a t e o f investment and o f making b e t t e r 
use o f a v a i l a b l e investment r e s ou r c e s . 
Investment in the s t o r i n g , marke t ing , process ing and 
t r anspo r t i n g o f a g r i c u l t u r a l produce was on an even l ower s c a l e . 
There was l i t t l e po in t i n i n c r ea s ing a g r i c u l t u r a l output i f the 
produce d id not r each the consumer and export markets e a s i l y and 




During t h e shor t p e r i o d o f ope ra t i on o f . the Gh i l l dn P lan i t 
had been n o t i c e d t h a t f a rmers were l o a t h t o i n v e s t i n a g r i c u l t u r e 
s imply because they were unaware of modern t e chn iques or because 
they l a cked the necessary inves tment f a c i l i t i e s . There were g r e a t 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f expanding investment i f Governments p u b l i c i z e d the 
advantages o f modern t e chn iques . At the l a s t Conference o f FAO he 
had s t r e s s e d tha t t h e funds which the L a t i n American c o u n t r i e s s e t 
a s i d e f o r such p u b l i c i t y were ex t r eme ly sma l l . A sound c r e d i t 
p o l i c y was a l s o nec e s sa r y t o i n c r ea s e the volume o f inves tment . 
Improvement in the d i s t r i b u t i o n and market ing o f a g r i c u l t u r a l 
produce would a l s o encourage investment and reduce the wide margin 
between t h e p r i c e s pa i d by consumers and those pa id t o p roduce rs . 
The i n i t i a t i v e taken by FAO t o se t up c e n t r e s i n Sant iago and 
Buenos A i r e s f o r s tudy ing d i s t r i b u t i o n problems was an impor tant 
s tep i n the r i g h t d i r e c t i o n . 
Another major o b s t a c l e i n the way o f l a r g e - s c a l e inves tment was 
the system o f land t enure in L a t i n Amer ica . I t was e s s e n t i a l t o 
r e d i s t r i b u t e the land i n t o medium-s ized h o l d i n g s , f o r which purpose 
a r a t i o n a l and e f f i c i e n t a d m i n i s t r a t i o n would have t o be e s t a b l i s h e d . 
A g r i c u l t u r a l workers would a l s o have t o be t r a i n e d i n modern 
t echn iques so t h a t t h e c a p i t a l i n v e s t e d could be put t o the g r e a t e s t 
p o s s i b l e advantage . I t was w e l l known t h a t one o f the g r e a t e s t 
impediments t o a g r i c u l t u r a l development was the shor tage o f s k i l l e d 
l a b o u r . 
In the coming y ea r s a g r i c u l t u r a l surp luses cou ld prove t o be an 
e f f e c t i v e means o f encouraging i nves tmen t . The c r e d i t i n l o c a l 
currency ex tended by the Uni ted S t a t e s t o c oun t r i e s i m p o r t i n g 
a g r i c u l t u r a l surp luses was an important st imulus to domest ic 
inves tment . 
Investment should not be made i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y but should be 
p r o p e r l y p lanned. The i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s h i p o f a l l economic branches 
was so c l o s e tha t each s e c t o r had a d i r e c t i n f l u e n c e on a l l t h e 
o t h e r s . 
In c o n c l u s i o n , he expressed the g r a t i t u d e o f the Ch i l ean 
Government f o r t h e v a l u a b l e c o - o p e r a t i o n extended t o i t by the 
/ va r i ous i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
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va r i ous i n t e r n a t i o n a l t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e o r g a n i z a t i o n s , and 
o f f e r e d t o t h e o the r c o u n t r i e s o f L a t i n America the expe r i ence 
which Ch i l e had ga ined i n i t s n a t i o n a l a g r i c u l t u r a l development 
programmes. 
The CHAIRMAN s t a t e d t h a t , i f i t were cons ide r ed opportune 
t o h o l d an a d d i t i o n a l j o i n t meet ing o f Committees I I and I V , t o 
cons ide r the r e s o l u t i o n p r e s e n t e d , such a meet ing would be c a l l e d 
and d e l e g a t i o n s would be duly n o t i f i e d . 
The meet ing r ose a t 3 »50 p.m. 
